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f— Mon-profit wear blue: run to remember honors fallen

setvice members with ‘living memaorial' running events
By DONNA BOYLE SCHWARTZ

*,

Persanal tragedy sometimes can be & catalyst
for public prowess, as the story of wear blue
run to remember makes clear, This national
1 organization is dedicated to honor
ing the service and sacrifice of the Amefican
gh aCTive r
ing an annual serbes of running/walking events

non-profi

mulitary throuw emembrance, includ

wear biue: run to remember was founded in
March 2010 following the redeployment of 5-2
Stryker Brigade Coar
1o Afghanistan in suppor

ibat Teamn, While deployed
t of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, the 1-17 Infantry Battalion, Buffa-
los, sustained signihcant combat losses and ¢a

sualties, During that deployment. a small group
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' MAKING STEPS COUNT

of 5-2 wives and battakion s12ff metweekly 1o run,
creating a suppor network for one anather during
this challenging and heartbreaking deployment.

co-founder and executive director,
Lisa Hallett, kost her husband, CPT John Hallett

wedr Biue

when he and three other soldiers were killed
while returning from a goodwill mission in
southern Afghaniztan. The Hallett children
were just Lhrese years, one year, and just three
witeks obd when John was killed;
his youngest child, A lifelong runner Liss
turmed to running and community to navigate
this incredibly difficult time and work through

hver grief and loss. When the brigade returned

Fie never met



Lisa and fellow Armmy wife, Erin O'Connor,
turmed this small group into a nationwade orga-
nization that now helps thousands across the
country heal from the devastating effects of the
oss of a military loved one.

"My story speaks for my ‘why' - but what con-
tinues to resonate, nearly 15 years after the
death of my husband, is my continued “why”
she explains. “When John was killed, my chil
diren wene 50 youndq that | was ablé 1o focus on
my griel. Now, a5 all three of my children are in
high school, they navigate the very real chal-
lenges of a life without their father, As we near
the 15-year anniversary of John's passing and
the 15th year of wear bive, the four of us need
to know = need 1o witness - that we are still a
nation that remembers our fallen. As
derfully demands that we move forward, that
there ane others who remember with us, and on

fi2 waon-

some days, for ws”

According to Hallett. the onginal wear blue run-
ners wone blue Buffalo PT (physical traiming)

shirts when they were running together whike
their spouses were deploved, Blue shirts are
now worn as a tribute to the 5-2 Stryker Brigade
Combat Teamn

“When an individual dons & wear blue shirt
they demonstrate their support of our service
members, veterans, and their families, and their
commitment 1o ensuring that our fallen service
members will always be remembered” she
points out."Today, wear bive honors all members
of the military who pass away whila in servics and
has evelved [nto a pewerful network of curmently
serving, veterans, military families, Gold Star and
SUrviving farnilies, and commuenity membsers,

“weor blue’s logo is the sole of a shoe with 41
stars for the 41 soldiers killed durning 5-2'% de
pleyment to southem Afghanistan,” she adds.
“The tagline, Far the fallen. For the fighting. For
the families. is embedded in the shoe print. The
name of the organization is written in all lower
case to represent that the mission - who we
serve: who we honor; who we remember - |5
more important than the name”

The organization is supported by mare than
2 500 wolunteers across the nation, as well as
through individual donors and partnerships
with companles, foundations, and other nan
profits, including USAA, Boeing, Amazon Ml
tary, and the Bab Woadruff Foundation, amang
others. To date, more than 2 million athletes
have moved through the wear bipe Mile; 60
military installations are served by weor blue
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programing; 155 families of the fallen have
completed ther first endurance race through the
Gold Star Race program; and 400 have served
through the Gaold Star Youth Mentorship Program.

Hallett herself continues 1o be an active partici
pant in various military causes: Appointed by
Secretary Denis McDonough, she cumently
serves on the Department of Veteran Affairs
Family, Careglver, and Survivar Advisory Com-
mittee. Appointad by President Barack Obama,
she served on the American Bartle Monument
Commission from Jan
uary 2017 to Decem
ber 2018.5he isa 2018
Presidential  Leader
ship Scholar. 5he is a
former member of the
Survivor Advisory
Working Group. advis
ing the Chief of Szaff of
the Anmy on quality of
life-issues  and con
cerns  affecting the
military survivar com-
munity. She heolds a
Master of Educatian in
Teaching from the
University of Hawail
and a Bachelor af Arts
in English Literature
from the University of
Califomnia, Santa Bas
bara. An endurance
athletz, she has com
peted in dazens of ultra marathons and s=ven
RONMAN distance maces, including the 2014
World Championships. Most recently, she com-
pleted the 2022 Leadwville 100, a 100-mile foot-
race in the mountains of Colorado.

“wear blue uses wellness, community, and re-
membrance to support these impacted by mili-
tary loss,” Hallatt rernarks, *While less than 1% of
our nation serves in the military, they raise their
right hand ta protect and defend the 99% of
uS... truly out of a love for and belief in the po-
tential of our nation, wear blue is a place for all
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of us - service members, velerans, sundvors,
our famifies and our PAriolc supporters to re-
member, Bve inspired, and build meaningful
community..all through weliness. Our comma-
nity run'walks are open 1a all ages, abilities, and
connections 1o military service and are always
at no-cost to participate,

"The Tribute Mile is ane of wear blug's most

iconic pragrams,” she adds, "A one-mile stretch
of a race course becames lined with images of
fallen heroes, each persomally provided by a
friend or family mem-
ber of the service
member. Placed in
chronological onder by
date of sacrifice, these
mages are followed by
the local community
halding American flags
in honar of each of
these men and wom-
en. As thousands of
runners move through
this Tribute wear blue
Mile, guiet falls, and
they move through a
purposeful pause of
remeémbrance into a
celebration  of life
country, and our
charge to live in the af-
termath of cuch sacri-
fices” The Tribute wear
blue Mile will be fe=-
turad at the July 2024 San Francisco Marathon,
September 2024 Air Force Marathon, October
2024 Marine Corps Marathan, and the Decemn
ber 2024 Rock 'a’ Aoll San Antonic Marathon,

"With every step, wear blue creates a living me

maorial to the service and sacrifice of the Ameri-
can military,” Hallett points out. “And on race
day. our weer blue Mile allaws all athletes o pay
tribute to the service members who have paid
the ultimate sacrifice. It is a reminder that free-
dom isnt free = it was bought and paid for by
men and women in uniform.” BN



Memorial Day Mission

This Memarial Day, wear blug: run to re-
member is inviting military families and
supporters all across the ULS. to help cre-
ate the largast living memorial by honor-
ing more than 65,000 service members
wha have given their lives since the Viet-
nam ‘War.

"Together, we can ensure the enduring
remembrance of our fallen service mem-
bers, as we learn their stories, speak
thelr names, and honor their legacies,”
explains wear blue co-founder and ex-
ecutive director, Lisa Hallett. "It's simple
to join: vislt the wear blue: run to remem-
ber website at http//www.wearbluerun-
toremember.org to receive the name and
story of a fallen service member, and, on
Memaorial Day, take purposeful steps in
his/her honor. Participants may dedicate
their steps to a fallen hero they person-
ally know.

“war blue hosts dazens of community
runs/walks arcund the world on Memo-
rial Day in support of these heroes, and
at no cost to participate,” she continues.
“Before these fallen heroes died, they
lived. This Memorial Day, we speak their
names, learn their stores, and commit
to live inspired by their courage, dedi-
cation, and love of country. This incred-
ible effort is made possible by a gener-

ous partnership with the Bob Woodruff
Foundathon.”

Additienally, wear blua's Gold Star and
Surviving Youth Mentorship Program
pairs children of fallen military with mili-
tary mentors in a multi-month run-fo-
cused mentorship. The youth and mentor
set goals, build a lifelong friendship, and
complete in a 5K on Memorial Day.

Hallett says the wear blue events are

declares ‘run’ to remember, it truly is
about the power of movement, and the
power of movement in community.” She
notes. “The first step is getting out there.
Whethar it's walking around the block or
going for a 5K run, we all have the power
to be an athlete. Being an athlete sim-
ply means setting and working toward a
physical goal. 'We all have different abill-
ties, experiences, and body types, which
means our goals will look different. But
in wear blue, wa can work on those
goals in the support of community - on
our own, but not alone. And the reality
is, those goals are all achieved the same
way... one step at a time. At the end of
the day, nothing beats the satisfaction -
physical, mental, emotional - of living a
healthy, active life.”



	ToBeEdited-3rdBatch700
	ToBeEdited-3rdBatch701
	ToBeEdited-3rdBatch704
	ToBeEdited-3rdBatch705
	ToBeEdited-3rdBatch706

